THE  LAST  YEARS  OF  GEORGES  MANDEI
traditional roles in foreign policy between the Left and the Right
placed Mandel in a politically ambiguous position. On foreign policy
he supported the Left, who now advocated taking strong measures
against Germany, while on internal affairs his sympathies still lay with
the Right.46
On 7 March 1936 the German army marched into the Rhineland.
The French ambassador in Berlin had warned Paris of the impending
breach of the Treaty of Versailles and his reports had been confirmed
by those of Jean Dobler, French Consul-General at Cologne. The
French government, however, did not take any action to forestall the
German coup. Dobler, who had met Mandel in January 1936, thereafter
kept Mandel informed of developments in Germany, sometimes
sending him duplicate copies of reports to the Foreign Office from
which Dobler was getting only apathetic responses.47 Mandel was
thus kept informed on what was taking place in Germany.
On the morning of the seventh, General Maurin, Minister of War,
and General Gamelin, Commander-in-Chief of the French army, were
summoned by Prime Minister Sarraut to a meeting at the Ministry of
the Interior. Mandel and Paul-Boncour, who also attended the meeting,
urged that all necessary military measures be taken.48 A few precau-
tionary steps, such as alerting the railroads and recalling soldiers on
leave, were ordered but no definite decision was made.
At a cabinet meeting the following morning, Mandel declared:
"If we permit this provocation to go unanswered. Hitler will feel
confident that he can try anything with impunity. And he will try
everything. A year ago, he reestablished compulsory military ser-
vice. Today he is erasing the last of the Military Clauses of the
Treaty of Versailles. Be careful! The decision we are called upon
to make will be a historic one, for if we tolerate the Chancellor's
present move, we shall be denying ourselves the right to intervene
in the future. We shall then no longer be in a position to give aid
to the States we have promised to help. And we shall be obliged
to reorient our entire foreign policy." *
The Prime Minister, Sarraut, agreed with Mandel on the necessity
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